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INTRODUCTION

1
Bicycle Plan for 
Wayne Township
Municipalities within Wayne 
Township collaborating and 
coordinating to improve 
options for biking.
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1.1 A Vision of 
Bikeability

Wayne Township will endeavor 

to make cycling commonplace, 

by developing an interconnected 

web of bikeways and bicycle 

facilities that provide residents a 

variety of options for accessing 

their favorite destinations, 

whether it be home, work, 

school, the regional trail system, 

or local businesses.  Through 

changes to the built environment, 

bicycle-focused events, and 

involving community agencies 

and businesses, Wayne Township 

will strive to develop a visible 

and identifi able bike culture.

Wayne Township’s vision for bikeability is a statement about 

the future of biking in the community. It is intended to guide 

the communities within Wayne Township as they continue 

to develop a bicycle network, make policy changes, 

and provide programming to residents and visitors. 

This statement, crafted with input from residents and 

community organizations, along with input from other 

residents in the community, shapes the recommendations 

included in this plan. The vision is supported by goals, 

objectives, and strategies. This structure provides 

actionable steps to implement as the Township 

works toward enacting its vision for bikeability.

VISION: A statement about the future of bikeability in the 

community

GOALS: Areas of focus for achieving the community’s 

vision

OBJECTIVES: Specifi c ways to achieve the community’s 

vision

STRATEGIES: Projects the community can complete to 

achieve its goals 
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Wayne Township includes all or portions of the 

municipalities Bartlett, Carol Stream, Hanover Park, 

Wayne, West Chicago, unincorporated St. Charles, as 

well as a large unincorporated area. The communities 

within Wayne Township pride themselves on a high 

quality of life, grounded in safe neighborhoods, 

excellent schools, independently owned businesses, 

bucolic streets, and a service-oriented government 

led by community involvement. The Township is a 

unifying entity for these communities that provides 

services to the indigent, assesses taxes, maintains roads 

and bridges, and provides senior, youth and family 

services. Situated in the northwest corner of DuPage 

County, Wayne Township has several regional trail 

connections and access to abundant forest preserves. 

While this plan was offi cially contracted at the 

township level, coordination among the municipalities 

within Wayne Township will be key to the success 

of safe and fun bike development in the area.

Wayne Township already has a strong base of avid 

cyclists in the community and several bike trails, which 

provide pleasant places for recreational cycling. This 

plan will help guide Wayne Township across that “last 

mile” to a complete and safe bike network—one that 

can be used by all cyclists of all ages and abilities to 

not only reach destinations such as the Illinois Prairie 

Path, but also everyday needs met at local shopping 

centers, schools, and in residential areas. The result will 

be a network of fun and safe bicycle infrastructure which 

provides a healthy and sustainable alternative to the car. 



8 BICYCLE PLAN: WAYNE TOWNSHIP

Illinois Prairie Path - Elgin Branch

Great Western Trail

Stearns Road Bike Path

W
es

t B
ra

nc
h 

R
eg

io
na

l T
ra

il

C
ar

ol
 S

tre
am

 - 
B

lo
om

in
gd

al
e 

Tr
ai

l

D
uP

ag
e 

Te
ch

no
lo

gy
 C

or
rid

or
 T

ra
il

Bartlett Bike Path

North Central DuPage Regional Trail

Stearns Road Bike Path

Great Western Trail

Ba
rtl

et
t B

ik
e 

Pa
th

0 1 2 30.5
Miles

Data Sources: Active Transportation Alliance, NAVTEQ, 
CMAP, IDOT, Forest Preserve District of DuPage County

Produced by Active Transportation Alliance: 3/24/2015 Trails
Existing

Proposed

Transportation Infrastructure
Roads

Railroads

Land Use 
Open Space

Water

Township Boundary
Neighboring Township

Wayne Township

Municipality
Bartlett

Carol Stream

Hanover Park

Wayne

West Chicago

Wayne Township Overview of Existing Trails and Trails 
Proposed in Other Plans 



CHAPTER 1  |  INTRODUCTION 9

1.2 Bicycle Plan Goals

The Wayne Township Bike 

Plan provides practical 

recommendations to support 

biking in the area. These 

recommendations will help focus 

the Township’s transportation 

investments on the network 

connections that matter to 

the community. The plan also 

communicates the Township’s 

priorities to local, regional, and 

state transportation entities 

like the Illinois Department of 

Transportation (IDOT), Metra, 

Pace, municipalities within Wayne 

Township, and the DuPage County 

Division of Transportation.

NETWORK

The Township will have a multi-year vision with both 

short-term and long-term goals for an interconnected 

system of bicycle facilities that provide cyclists 

access to local amenities, destinations, and regional 

trails. These network objectives include:

OBJECTIVE: ONE

Build a bicycle network that is accessible and safe for all ages 

and abilities to encourage a healthy and active lifestyle.

OBJECTIVE: TWO

Connect cyclists in and around Wayne 

Township to key destinations.

OBJECTIVE: THREE

Create a context-specifi c, diverse, and 

comprehensive network of bike facilities. 

POLICIES

The policies of the Township will refl ect a commitment 

to designing roadways for all users, regardless of 

age or ability. These policy objectives include:

OBJECTIVE: ONE

Adopt a Complete Streets policy in cooperation with 

county, state, and municipal Departments of Transportation 

to ensure all roadways are designed for all users.  
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OBJECTIVE: TWO

Develop internal design policies for Complete Streets 

design and implementation.

OBJECTIVE: THREE

Developing policies and procedures that contribute 

to continued use of bicycle facilities year-round.

PROGRAMMING

People of all ages and abilities will have the tools 

to feel safe and confi dent while cycling. Residents 

will bike to fulfi ll daily needs and make last-mile 

connections. These programming objectives include:

OBJECTIVE: ONE

Educating the public about cycling

OBJECTIVE: TWO

Encouraging the use of cycling

OBJECTIVE: THREE

Enforcing safe travel behaviors

IMPLEMENTATION

The Township will have an interagency collaborative 

support system that facilitates effective implementation 

of bike network enhancements, policies, and procedures.  

These implementation objectives include:

OBJECTIVE: ONE

Implement the network recommendations.

OBJECTIVE: TWO

Coordinate with agencies affected by 

the implementation of this plan.

OBJECTIVE: THREE

Develop a series of metrics to measure progress of the plan.

GOAL: FOUR

Strategically pursue funding for implementation of projects 

identifi ed on Township controlled roads in this plan.



CHAPTER 1  |  INTRODUCTION 11

1.3.1 ESTABLISHED A STEERING 
COMMITTEE

The steering committee, appointed by the Township, 

represented stakeholders in the community and the interests 

of residents, businesses, agencies, and organizations 

that serve the municipal community. They guided the 

work of the consultants as they fashioned public input, 

fi eld research, and data analysis into a prioritized list of 

infrastructure, policy, and program recommendations. Their 

time, insight, and unique and informative perspectives 

shaped the recommendations included in this plan. A 

complete list of steering committee members is available 

in the Acknowledgements section of this plan. 

Steering committee members contributed to the 

development of the plan in the following ways:

Developed the vision and goals for the plan

Participated in a “Get to Know Wayne Township” bike ride 
with the consulting team, where the participants were able 
to identify places that were challenging for cyclists and 
pedestrians 

Engaged the communities they represented in the planning 
process by distributing information about meetings and 
events for this plan, posting electronic fl yers on their 
organization’s websites, and distributing fl yers and links to 
an online survey 

Reviewed the research and recommendations made by 
the consulting team to ensure that the plan was refl ective 
of their group’s priorities for bicycling

“GETTING TO KNOW WAYNE TOWNSHIP” BIKE RIDE WITH STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

1.3 Planning Process 

This plan is the result of 

an eight-month process to 

create community-supported 

recommendations and priorities. 

Active Transportation Alliance 

and the community created the 

following process to ensure that 

the Bicycle Plan refl ects the goals 

and visions of Wayne Township and 

the encompassed municipalities. 
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1.3.2 ENGAGE THE 
COMMUNITY IN A VARIETY 
OF VISIONING ACTIVITIES 

Wayne Township residents, invited to a Community 

Open House Event on July 16, 2014 at the Wayne 

Township Senior Center, shared their expertise on 

biking and proposed improvements, which laid the 

foundation for the recommendations in this plan. They 

have grounded this plan’s framework in the places 

important to them, connected by their preferred routes. 

They identifi ed challenging routes in the community 

and voted on preferred education, encouragement, 

enforcement, bicycle amenity and facility prioritization, 

and policy priorities for the community. Their 

partnership will be appreciated and will be a necessary 

component in implementation of this plan.

In addition to the Open House Event, there was 

a Wayne Township Online Survey to assess 

bicycle defi ciencies and ideas for improvement. 

More than 40 residents responded to the survey, 

indicating the level bikability of roads within the 

Township, desired facilities, enforcement strategies, 

destinations, and streets in need of bike facilities.

1.3.3 DEVELOPED AN IN-
DEPTH UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE EXISTING 
TRANSPORTATION 
NETWORK

The consultant team also conducted an existing 

conditions analysis which involved creating a system 

of maps to analyze bicycle crashes, existing and 

planned bike infrastructure, roadway jurisdiction, 

roadway width, average daily traffi c, and local and 

regional transportation plans. Using this analysis and 

a toolbox of best practices in bicycle design the 

consultants prepared a draft network recommendation 

of bicycle infrastructure in the Township. Based on 

public engagement and Steering Committee feedback 

the consultants also prepared policy, program and 

implementation recommendations. The Steering 

Committee reviewed the recommendations and 

provided valuable feedback that guided the fi nal plan.

RESIDENTS 
attend a community 

meeting about 
bicycling in Wayne 

Township.

STAKEHOLDER
Lauren Nowak, 

Steering Committee 
and DuPage County 

Board member, 
learns about 

Complete Streets 
and participates in 

the Bicycle Plan.

THE PROJECT TEAM 
Steering Committee 

members and 
consultant 

collaborating on the 
bicycle network
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1.4 How to Read This 
Plan

This plan is organized into 

chapters based on the goals, 

objectives and recommendations 

for improving bicycling in Wayne 

Township. 

Within each chapter there are several objectives that 

support the chapter’s goal. And for each objective there 

are recommendations, actions or specifi c strategies 

and tools that can be used to reach the objective.

# GOAL

#.# OBJECTIVE

#.#.# RECOMMENDATION/ACTION

  TOOL/STRATEGY

#.#.# MAP (NETWORK AND INTERSECTIONS) 

## Objective

### RECOMMENDATION/
ACTION

TOOL/STRATEGY

# Goal
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2
Network Goal
The Township will have a multi-
year vision with both short-
term and long-term goals for 
an interconnected system of 
bicycle facilities that provide 
cyclists access to local amenities, 
destinations, and regional trails.

BICYCLE NETWORK


