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Department Overview 

 
The Mission of the West Chicago Police Department is to Protect Life and Liberty, Provide Quality Police Services, 

and Forge Community Partnerships with Integrity and Professionalism. 

 
There are three divisions in the Police Department: Office of the Chief of Police, Support Services 

Division  and Operations Division. 

 
The Office of the Chief of Police’s primary responsibility is to provide general management direction 

and control for the Department. The Office of the Chief of Police consists of the Management 

Analyst, and the Administrative Assistant. 

 
The Support Services Division consists of Evidence/Property, Training Officer, Community Relations, 

Vehicle and Building Maintenance, Records and Social Services. 

 
The Operations Division consists of Uniformed Pa t rol , Traffic Sa fe ty Unit, the 

Investigations Unit, School Resource Officers and Community Service Officers. 
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On September 3rd, Officer Diveley completed his last day with the West Chicago Police Department. The 

Department wishes him well in his future endeavors. 
 

 

 
 

 
On September 3rd, the Department held Coffee with a Cop at the Dunkin located at 330 S. Neltnor 

Blvd.  On hand to meet with citizens were Chief Uplegger, Administrative Assistant Bautista, Deputy 

Chief Calabrese, Sergeants Samuel and Shackelford, Officers Nielsen, Rosenwinkel, Bertany, 

Gelsomino and Reavley, as well as Detective Bowers. 

On September 10th, the first session of the Police Explorer program took place. Chief Uplegger and 

Officer Nielsen welcomed the 12 participants to the program. The participants were provided with an 

overview of the program and given a tour of the station.   The Explorer’s is a program for young men 

and woman ages 14 (and completed eighth grade) through 20 who have an interest in law enforcement. 

They learn what it takes to be a police officer, receive specialized training, attend monthly meetings, 

and get hands on experience with law enforcement. It gives them a look into the criminal justice world.  

It also helps build their self-confidence, develop leadership skills, enhance their problems solving skills, 

serve their community and more. Meetings occur the second Tuesday of every month. 
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On September 25th, the Citizens’ Police Academy met for the first of eight sessions. Participants learned 

about the Department’s structure, how to become a police officer and toured the Station. The Citizens’ 

Police Academy is open to those who live and/or work in West Chicago. It is designed to give the 

participants a behind the scenes look at the criminal justice system and offer insight into everyday 

police work. This occurs through nine weekly classes where participants learn in a classroom setting 

followed by the opportunity to participate in hands on situations. 

 

 
 
 

On September 27th, Deputy Chief Julio Calabrese and Community Service Officer Lisa Eichinger 

completed their last day of work. The Department wishes them both well in their future endeavors. 
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On September 28th, the Department held a Child Safety Seat event at Reed-Keppler Park. Officers 

explained child safety seat laws as well as inspected and installed child safety seats.  Staff participating 

included Officers Nielsen, Perry, Jones and Schoonhoven as well as CSO Sollis and former CSO Garcia.  

Seven seats were checked despite the rainy weather. 

 

 

  
 

September 29th was the first day in the new position for Deputy Chief Shackelford. 

 
At the September 27th Department meeting, officers Kowalik, Berg, Levato, Calabrese, Cummings and 

Jones received recognition from the Alliance Against Intoxicated Motorists for impaired driving arrest 

milestones. 

 

In August and November of 2018, the Department investigated two homicides. The efforts were 

successful in quickly identifying and arresting suspects in each case. Currently the offenders await trial 

in the DuPage County Jail. At the September 27th Department meeting, Detectives Herbert, Bowers and 

Peterson, Sergeant Cargola and Community Service Officer Eichinger were presented with Meritorious 

Conduct awards for their part in these investigations. Officers Bertany, Gelsomino, Jones, Kowalik, 

Mielke, Reyes, Richards, Winton, Fuller, Levato, Moos, Nielsen Potapczak, Reavley and Smurawski, 

Sergeant Shackelford and Community Service Officer Sollis all received Letters of Commendation. 
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Criminal Activities 

Criminal Damage to Motor Vehicle: 

 

Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 2700 block of Bainbridge Blvd. The left rear tire had 

been punctured by a nail. Upon closer examination, multiple nails and spikes were found in the 

victim’s driveway matching the nail in the tire. 

 

Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 100 block of E. Pomeroy St. The paint on the doors 

on both sides of the car had been scratched. Additionally, the passenger side mirror was missing. 

 

Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 800 block of Burr Oaks Dr. The windshield was broken 

by unknown means. 

 

Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 300 block of S. Wilson Ave. The paint on both sides 

of the car had been scratched. 

 

On two separate occasions, person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 1200 block of Kings Cross. 

In both instances, the rear window of the car had been broken possibly by BBs or pellets. 

 

Person(s) known intentionally drove a vehicle into a parked moped at Gary School located at 130 

E. Forest Ave. Investigation is ongoing. 

 

Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 800 block of Main St. The owner began driving the 

vehicle and heard the tire making an odd noise and pulled off the road. Upon inspecting the tire, the 

driver observed that the sidewall of the tire had been cut. 

 

Criminal Defacement: 
 

Person(s) unknown drew non-gang related graffiti with red marker on an electric box and two lamp 

posts in the 200 block of George St. 

 

Person(s) unknown used a marker to draw non-gang related graffiti on a sign near Parker Ave. and 

Geneva St. 

 

Person(s) unknown used a  marker to draw gang-related graffiti on the rear of a Stop sign at 

the southeast corner of Brown St. and Elizabeth St. 

 

Person(s) unknown painted gang-related graffiti on the back of a Stop sign at the southeast corner of 

Forest Ave. and Elizabeth St. 

 

Person(s) unknown used marker to draw gang-related graffiti on the back of a Stop sign at the 

southeast corner of Brown St. and Bishop St. 

 

Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on a utility pole in the 900 block of Gates 

St. 
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Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on concrete barriers east of Neltnor Blvd. 

on Gary’s Mill Rd. 

Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on the north side of a business in the 600 

block of Joliet St. 

Person(s) unknown used marker to draw non-gang related graffiti on three No Parking signs in the 

30W300 block of Brown St. 

Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on a garage door in the alley of the 100 

block of E. Brown St. 

Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on a fence in the alley of the 100 block of 

E. Pomeroy St. 
 

Retail Theft: 

 

A known person attempted to steal seven bottles of liquor from the Jewel Osco grocery store 

located at 177 E. Roosevelt Rd. The suspect concealed the alcohol, valued at $168.40, in a 

shopping cart under a purse and newspaper ads. The individual paid for another item and attempted 

to leave the store when she was confronted by store security. Store management advised the 

subject has stolen items in the past. The suspect admitted to attempting to steal the liquor. The 

offender was issued a local Ordinance citation for Retail Theft, a Criminal Trespass Letter and 

released. 

 

A known person paid $217.26 for items valued at $828.14 at Menards located at 220 W. North 

Ave. The subject is suspected of committing the same offense at the Menards in Batavia. 

Investigation is ongoing. 

Theft Under $500.00: 

Person(s) unknown removed an unsecured bicycle from in front of a store in the 900 block of N. 

Neltnor Blvd. Loss is estimated at $100.00. 

Person(s) unknown removed a laptop computer from the garage of a residence in the 2300 block of 

Elm Rd. The owner left a package containing a laptop in the open garage and when he returned, the 

package containing the laptop was missing. Loss is estimated at $500.00. 

Theft Over $500.00: 

Person(s) unknown removed $2,000.00 from a residence in the 800 block of Lyman St. 

Person(s) unknown removed a shopping cart full of alcohol from the Jewel Osco grocery store 

located at 177 E. Roosevelt Rd. A female suspect entered a backroom of the store a number of 

times obtaining sets of keys. On the last trip to the backroom, the suspect obtained keys, turned off 

the alarm and propped open a receiving door. The female pushed the shopping cart full of alcohol 

outside via the receiving door, locked the door and reset the alarm. The female suspect and a second 

suspect loaded the alcohol into a waiting car and left the scene. Loss is $5,192.95. Investigation is 

ongoing. 
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Person(s) unknown removed a small, white bag containing a gold bracelet and diamond ring from 

a drawer in the bedroom of a residence in the 700 block of Pioneer Ct. The ring is valued at 

$9,500.00. Investigation is ongoing. 

Person(s) unknown removed two commercial grade lawn mowers from a storage lot off of Pearl 

Rd. The mowers were left unsecured next to a trailer. Loss is estimated at $2,000.00. 

Burglary to Motor Vehicle: 

 

Person(s) unknown entered two unsecured vehicles in the 900 block of Wild Ginger Tr. and 

removed a phone charger from one vehicle and a wallet clip containing a driver’s license, two debit 

cards and two credit cards from the second car. It was later learned one of the debit cards was used 

in Hanover Park to withdraw $400.00. Investigation is ongoing. 

 

Person(s) unknown entered a unsecured vehicle in the 900 block of Jacob Ct. and removed a 

driver’s license, debit card an $45.00 in cash. The debit card has been used multiple times at a 

Walmart in Streamwood. Investigation is ongoing. 

 

Person(s) unknown entered a vehicle in the 800 block of Parkside Ave. and removed a wallet 

containing a driver’s license and $15.00. It is unknown if the car was locked. 

 

Person(s) unknown cut the lock off a trailer in the 100 block of Pearl Rd. and removed a trimmer 

and a backpack blower. Loss is estimates at $550.00. 

 

Person(s) unknown entered onto the property of a business in the 200 block of E. Roosevelt Rd. 

and entered five trailers. Entry was made by cutting the locks off of the trailer’s rear doors. At the 

time of the initial report miscellaneous hand tools and a couple of wheel barrows are known to be 

missing. 

 

Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 100 block of W. Washington St. and 

removed a cell phone. Loss is estimated at $600.00. 

Identity Theft: 

 

Person(s) unknown used the victim’s name and social security number to open an account with 

Com Ed.  The victim received a letter from a collection agency about an unpaid $159.00 Com Ed 

bill. A representative from Com Ed advised someone had opened an account in Steger, IL using the 

victim’s information. 

Aggravated Battery: 

 

Person(s) unknown struck the victim in the head with a pipe or tire iron in the area of Ridgeland 

Ave and Washington St. The victim was walking southbound on Ridgeland when the offender and 

victim started to fight. The suspect then fled northbound. The victim was transported to Central 

DuPage Hospital. Investigation is ongoing. 
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Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm: 

Person(s) unknown shot a gun at a house in the 300 block of Dayton Ave. Two bullet holes were 

found in the front of a residence and a spent bullet was recovered in a cabinet in the house. 

Investigation is ongoing. 

Fraud: 

 

Person(s) unknown sent a text to a victim advising her she was eligible to become a secret shopper. 

The victim was instructed to purchase over $2,100.00 in money orders and mail them to a specified 

address. The victim did as instructed and has not heard back from the company. 

Investigation is ongoing. 
 

Person(s) unknown passed fraudulent checks at Menards located at 220 W. North Ave. 

Investigation is ongoing. 

Person(s) unknown accessed the victim’s bank account. The victim reports that a $328.00 Zelle 

payment was made from the bank account. The victim did not authorize this and does not know the 

subject to whom the payment was made. Investigation is ongoing. 
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Monthly Performance 
 

 

 
Activities Jun 

2019 
July 

2019 
Aug 
2019 

Sep 
2019 

YTD 
2019 

YTD 
2018 

Total 
2018 

Traffic 
Stops 

636 686 638 513 6,149 7,009 9,875 

Traffic 
Citations 

462 408 409 278 3,772 4,188 5,928 

Traffic 
Warnings 

302 358 348 289 3,368 4,016 5,578 

Parking 
Citations 

90 132 155 191 1,871 2,244 3,094 

Traffic 
Crashes 

70 72 82 70 622 680 930 

Incident 
Reports 

251 270 240 287 2,380 2,642 3,396 
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On August 7th, officers responded to the area of Joliet St. and Wilson St. for a Hit and Run crash. One 

vehicle had reportedly run another car off the road and then fled the scene. Suspect information was 

developed and Detectives Flanigan and Calabrese located the unoccupied suspect vehicle at an address 

in Winfield. On September 13th, the suspect was arrested on an unrelated offense, and interviewed. The 

suspect stated he did not know anything about the crash.  The DuPage State’s Attorney’s Office 

approved charges of Aggravated Assault and Leaving the Scene of an Accident Involving Personal 

Injury against the suspect. The suspect was fingerprinted, photographed and transported to the DuPage 

County Jail. 

 

On September 9th, Officer Winton responded to a residence in the 900 block of Jeri Ln. for a reported 

burglary to motor vehicle. It was learned that the unsecured vehicle had been entered and items were 

removed from the car, including a handgun. Later on the same date, Detective Peterson was notified by 

an investigator with the DuPage County Sheriff’s Office that they had a suspect in custody on a matter 

unrelated to the Jeri Ln. case who was in possession of credit cards that did not belong to him as well a 

handgun. Detectives Herbert and Peterson interviewed the subject at the DuPage County Jail. The 

subject admitted to entering a number of vehicles in the 800 and 900 block of Jeri Ln, taking a number 

of credit cards and the handgun from unlocked cars.  The DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office 

approved two counts of Burglary from Motor Vehicle and one count of Possession of a Stolen Handgun. 

 

On September 11th, Detective Peterson was contacted by a Detective Sergeant with the Michigan State 

Police who requested our assistance in locating and arresting an individual in relation to a case they were 

working. The suspect in its case was believed to live in West Chicago. Detectives Herbert and Bowers 

and Sergeant Cargola assisted in attempts to locate the suspect. The suspect was not found at a residence 

where he had been staying, but was located and placed under arrest at his place of employment in 

Addison. The DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office approved a charge of Fugitive from Justice 

allowing the offender to be held until the Michigan State Police could arrange extradition. The suspect 

was transported to the DuPage County Jail and awaits extradition to Michigan. 

 

On September 13th, Officers Berg, Rigler and Schoonhoven responded to the 300 block of E. Stimmel 

St. for a report of shots fired. Two offenders were seen fleeing the area. Detectives Calabrese and 

Flanigan located and detained a suspect after a foot pursuit.  The suspect was transported to the Station 

where he declined to provide information. The DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office approved 

charges of three counts of Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm and one count of Unlawful Possession of 

a Weapon by a Street Gang Member. The suspect was fingerprinted, photographed and transported to 

the DuPage County Jail. 

 
 

 


