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TO WEST CHICAGO

IMPORTANT DATES
July 3

Coffee with a Cop

July 4

City Hall Closed

July 11-14

Railroad Days

July 27

Coffee with the Mayor

July 27 - 29

Union Pacific Steam Engine Tour
August 3

Car Seat Safety Event
August 6

National Night Out
August 7

Coffee with a Cop

August 31

Coffee with the Mayor
September 2

City Hall Closed
September 4

Coffee with a Cop
September 7, 14, 21, 28
Move with the Mayor Walks
September 14 - 15
Mexican Independence Day
September 26

World Heart Day Celebration
September 28

Coffee with the Mayor
September 28

Car Seat Safety Event

Visit the Community Calendar
at www.westchicago.org for
community-wide events you
won't want to miss. Once there,
bookmark it on your favorite
device and check it often.
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I he group of hard-working, passionate volunteers that make up West Chicago’s America in Bloom
(AiB) Committee are at it again — building community. Collaborative efforts inspired by the
national program that helps communities leverage the collective power of individuals and organizations
to create or strengthen community improvements and beautification, have resulted in a number of
noteworthy successes thanks to the Committee and the inspiration and expertise that AiB provides.

Forestry efforts took center stage this spring with the addition of approximately 200 parkway trees that
were partially funded by AiB through a CN EcoConnexions — From the Ground Up Matching Grant of $25,000.
A recognition ceremony for the trees, the donation and the two organizations that made it possible, took
place at Blooming Fest, with Bill Hahn from AiB and Larry Lloyd from CN coming out to celebrate with elected
leaders, volunteers from many community groups, and the general public. Local columnist Merle Burleigh
interviewed both guests and featured
them in her column of June 12,2019
which may be found at www.westchica-
go.org under Blogs.

Arbor Day was celebrated this year
with a donation of three Hickory
Pecan trees to the West Chicago Park
District by the West Chicago Garden
Club. This generous donation will help the Park District to achieve another level in its quest for Arboretum
status. Additionally, the Garden Club has instituted a new scholarship program for West Chicago students
pursuing a major in environmental fields of study.

Volunteer efforts for the annual planting of downtown flower beds designed and sourced by
WeGrow Dreams Greenhouse & Garden Center, contributed to the beautiful landscape on Main Street,
and for the first time Sesquicentennial Park. Pollinator-friendly Mexican Hibiscus, Purple Coneflowers
and other varieties were earmarked for the Park to provide yet another haven for pollinators while add-
ing beauty for those entering the Park or walking on the pedestrian path. Refurbishment of existing
benches and brick pavers will round out the Sesquicentennial Park upgrades.

The City's involvement with AiB has launched a number of other improvements in the community.
Residents will enjoy beautiful double-hanging flower baskets for twice the floral impact, a recommen-
dation of AiB judges in 2018, and very generously supplied by Ball Horticultural Company. Also recom-
mended by judges last year was the addition of colorful graphic window art depicting vibrant scenes
in two vacant downtown businesses, and the Gallery 200 building currently under renovation. The
scenes suggest retail, restaurant and art gallery activity and should assist commercial brokers in attract-
ing similar prospective new businesses, while presently improving the streetscape.

This is just the tip of the iceberg. The Garden Club has also spearheaded a Public Art Project with the
Cultural Arts Commission, People Made Visible and the AiB Committee which resulted in a total of 36
artist-designed butterflies that have alighted in public gardens throughout the community.

£tThe genuine caring/serving spirit of your community
leaders is the exact chemistry that drives unity, synergy
and can do attitudes, resulting in the model for many to
do what they can or love to do. This is true community!
This is the exemplary attitude AiB seeks to pollinate in
communities across America.?? —giil Hahn of America in Bloom
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The following excerpts are some of the highlights from the
2019 State of the City Address, with the full text available at
www.westchicago.org.

You may have heard that West Chicago is celebrating the Year
of the Butterfly through art, film, history, and education, and
for good reason. In many ways, our journey as a community
closely mirrors the delicate, yet resilient winged creature
known as the Monarch.

The process of butterfly metamorphosis begins almost
unnoticed with a tiny egg which undergoes a series of changes
resulting in something new and different. What a perfect
analogy for the transformation that is beginning in West
Chicago and shared at this year’s State of the City Address:

An alliance with School Districts 33 and 94, our local
Library District, Fire Protection District, and DuPage
Airport Authority allowed us to create a strong incentive
package that attracted high quality development at the
DuPage Business Center.
Ground was broken for three new developments last
October. Those opportunities | referred to at last year's
State of the City as “bubbling up” did indeed come to a
full boil and materialize. We are proud to welcome
Suncast Corporation, Norix Group, Inc. and Greco and
Sons, Inc. to our community.
The City issued a Request for Proposals for our Central
Main Street Redevelopment Plan. The Central Main Street
area generally covers all of City-owned land between City
Hall and the historic downtown. If you haven’t already
gone through the Plan, | urge you to do so for the wealth
of information it contains. It is located on the Community
Development page of the City’s website.
Ball Horticultural Company, has chosen to expand its
headquarters here in our community with the
construction of additional greenhouse spaces and an
Innovation Center that will further the research and
development that has kept them a global leader in all
facets of horticulture. This will be an approximate 20
million dollar project.
Our journey as a community does resemble
the continuous life cycle of a butterfly,
hatching to its next stage, shedding its old
skin, and changing into something new
and marvelous, all while staying true to
what it is at its core.
It's an exciting time for West Chicago.
We need to continue to work together. Continue to take care
of our precious City. Continue to look to the future and
continue to work together as one. One West Chicago.

Respectfully,
Ruben Pineda

‘ ‘ westchicago-summer2019.indd 2

NOTE

Basement Remodels, Decks, Garages,
Pools, Room Additions

Driveways, Fences, Patios, Sheds

10 days

3 to 5 days
Ready in 24 hours

Roofs, Siding

— Warmer weather makes summer a popular time for
outdoor home improvements. Please check with the City first,
however, to see if your project requires a permit. For planning
purposes, please refer to the chart for an estimate of the review
period once you have submitted a complete application.

— Before you buy or install a pool, please be advised that
any pool, hot tub and/or spa with a water depth greater than 24
inches requires not only a permit, but additional safety
measures, such as a self-closing barrier or fence. Please obtain a
permit from the City before installation.

- Residents are allowed three garage sales per
calendar year, and while no permit is required to hold your sale,
please make sure any advertisements are placed on your
property and not in the parkway.

has established an Explorer Post to offer

young men and women insight into the

field of law enforcement. Explorers will

learn about duties and responsibilities of

police personnel. Planned training topics will

include: traffic stops, first aid, the use of force,

crime scene investigation, and special operations. Explorers
must be at least 14 years of age (and have completed 8th
grade), but not yet 21 years of age. Anyone interested can
contact Community Relations Officer Robyn Nielsen at
(630) 293-2222 or rnielsen@westchicago.org.

Also debuting this fall will be a Citizens Police Academy.
This is an opportunity for West Chicago residents to get a
behind the scenes look at what it takes to be a police officer.
Participants will meet officers with different areas of expertise
who will teach them about their specific duties in a classroom
setting followed by hands-on demonstrations. Some possible
training topics include: patrol responsibilities, traffic unit duties,
investigations, defensive tactics, building searches and more.
For more information on this program, please contact
Community Relations Officer Robyn Nielsen at (630) 293-2222
or rnielsen@westchicago.org.

The West Chicago Police Department will host Child Safety
Seat Events to check car seats for proper installation and
educate parents and caregivers on how to choose the correct
car seats and install them properly in their vehicles. Events will
be held August 3, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the Police
Station, 325 Spencer Street and September 28, 2019 from
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at Reed-Keppler Park, 129 W. National Street.
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Arts&eHistor

Fantasy and Inspiration, Gallery 200 exhibit

Gallery 200

July at Gallery 200 brings a fine art exhibit
titled Fantasy and Inspiration featuring
the talents of multiple artists including
First Star Art, Sharon Malec, Judith
Horsley, Karen Castillo, Megan Jenkins,
and Mike Olson. A variety of media will
be represented and the artwork will fea-
ture the whimsical, surreal, fantastical,
and romanticized flights of imagination
that are out of this world. An Opening
Reception will take place on Friday, July
5, 2019 from 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Popular artist Marge Hall opens her
solo exhibit, Nature’s Beauty, to the public
at Gallery 200 on Friday, August 2, 2019
with a reception from 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.
The exhibit will run through the month of
August. Marge earned an Associate

Artwork by Marge Hall

GALLERY 200

Degree in
Commercial Art
from Southern
Illinois University
Vocational
Technical Institute
in 1966. She has
taught oil painting
classes at the College of DuPage and cur-
rently teaches at the Oak Brook and
DuPage Art Leagues. A flower painting
workshop in 1992 led the path to her flo-
ral portraits, in which she tries to capture
the delicacy of each petal, concentrating
on light and shadows to create a photore-
alistic style. Nature’s Beauty will also fea-
ture a variety of landscapes and still lifes
to show diversity in style and technique.

Gallery artist Kathi Kuchler received
her certification as a Botanical
Watercolorist and Illustrator through the
Morton Arboretum in 2015. It was in
these classes that she started drawing
with colored pencils, and then recently
started working in water-soluble oils. Her
September exhibit at Gallery 200, Irises,
Orchids, Tulips and More, will feature a
variety of florals. Plus, Kathi's multi-talents
include jewelry-making by the insertion of
miniature prints of her paintings into cab-
ochon pendants, embellishing and adding
vintage-like charms. She has also discov-
ered a love for up-cycling silk scarves with
Wool Felting. Kathi’s Opening Reception
takes place on Friday, September 6, 2019
from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Artwork by Kathi Kuchler

103 W. Washington Street ¢ (630) 293-9550 ¢ www.gallery200.org

CITY MUSEUM
132 Main Street ¢ (630) 231-3376 * www.wegohistory.com

City Museum

The newest exhibit at the West Chicago
City Museum focuses on a topic dear to
everyone’s heart — home. Earlier this year
a call for art was announced encouraging
artists working in both visual and per-
forming arts to collaborate with the
Museum on an exhibit which would
reflect the history of West Chicago
through the subject of home.

Co-curators Sara Phalen and Anni Holm
scheduled time with interested artists to
learn about potential stories and explore
the Museum'’s archives and artifacts that
supported these stories. Eleven new works
of art that incorporate a piece of West
Chicago history have resulted, and each is
accompanied by the artist’'s compelling
story. The artists include James Burrell,
Maggie Capettini, Carolyn Hansen, Sara
Heymann, Christopher Lucero, Jeff Perkis
& Jim Perkis, Buddy Plumlee, Alma
Vanessa Rios, Eden Unliiata, Marlen
Valdez, and Rachel Weaver Rivera.

This is a unique installation that has an
interactive component, including maps to
locate current and former homes, or the
homes of ancestors. A children’s area fea-
tures a doll house for interactive play.

Artwork by Rachel Weaver Rivera

-~

Mexican Cultural Center DuPage is planning
for another exciting Mexican Independence
Day Festival this year on September 14 & 15,
2019 in Downtown West Chicago. For more
details visit www.mccdupage.org.

Don't miss the opportunity to become a food vendor at the
2nd Annual West Chicago Food Festival on October 12, 2019.

Applications are available at
www.westchicago.org and will be accepted
on a first come first served basis as

space is limited. Please contact Bethany
Bayci at bbayci@westchicago.org

for details.
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Join Healthy West Chicago on

Saturday, August 24, 2019 for a 5K

Run/Walk with Kiddie Dash. It kicks

off at 8:30 a.m. at Reed-Keppler

Park near Zone 250. All participants will receive T-shirts and

awards for best time in each age category.

Healthy West Chicago kicks-off its 2019 Move with the
Mayor campaign on Saturday, September 7, 2019 at Norton

Creek Elementary School, 2033 Smith Road. Mayor Ruben Pineda
and Healthy West Chicago invite residents to walk 30 minutes
every Saturday morning in September at 9:00 a.m. Prizes will be
raffled for youth and adults each week. All walking paths are
stroller-friendly, so bring the whole family. For the location of
each walk in September, visit www.healthywestchicago.org.
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Around Town

JuLy

1
1

5 Art Opening & Reception

Fantasy and Inspiration
Gallery 200, 103 W. Washington Street,
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

5 First Friday Art Exhibit
Kindred Coffee, 148 W. Washington
Street, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

5 Late Night at the City Museum
City Museum, 132 Main Street
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

'I 'I 4Railroad Days
Pioneer Park, 479 W. Forest
Avenue, See page 6.

Read with a Cop

West Chicago Public Library,
118 W. Washington Street
10:00 - 10:30 a.m.

2 7_2 9 Union Pacific Steam
Engine Tour

Time and Location TBD

CITY COUNCIL
Ward 1

A

AUGUST

2 Art Opening & Reception
Nature's Beauty
Gallery 200, 103 W. Washington Street,
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

First Friday Art Exhibit
Kindred Coffee, 148 W. Washington
Street, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

City Museum, 132 Main Street
6:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Car Seat Safety Event
West Chicago Police Station, 325
Spencer Street, 10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

2 Late Night at the City Museum

6 National Night Out
West Chicago Police Station, 325
Spencer Street, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Read with a Cop

West Chicago Public Library,
118 W. Washington Street
10:00 - 10:30 a.m.

w

Lori Chassee
(630) 231-8709

Ward 4

Sandy Dimas
(630) 293-5170

James Beifuss
(630) 231-0584

Melissa Ferguson
(630) 621-0128

westchicago-summer2019.indd 4

Jayme Sheahan
(630) 330-7972

Ward 5

Heather Brown
(630) 853-7131

Christopher Swiatek Matt Garling

(630) 217-5885

(630) 791-0575

Michael Ferguson
(630) 248-6053

Ward 6

Rebecca Stout
(630) 293-7335

Alton Hallett
(630) 254-7112

Jeanne M. Short
(630) 293-2200

SEPTEMBER

6 Art Opening & Reception

Irises, Orchids, Tulips and More
Gallery 200, 103 W. Washington Street,
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

6 First Friday Art Exhibit
Kindred Coffee, 148 W. Washington
Street, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

6 Late Night at the City Museum
City Museum, 132 Main Street
6:00 — 8:00 p.m.

'I 2 Timeless Tales Story Time
City Museum, 132 Main Street
10:30-11:15 a.m.

14-15

2 World Heart Day Celebration

Mexican Independence Day
Festival Downtown West Chicago
www.mccdupage.org

Location TBD
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

2 8Car Seat Safety Event

Reed-Keppler Park, 129 W. National
Street, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Sister Cities Oktoberfest Dinner
American Legion, 123 Main Street
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.

City Hall (630) 293-2200

Fire Administration (630) 231-2123
Police Administration (630) 293-2222
Police and Fire Emergency 911

Ruben Pineda, Mayor
Nancy Smith, City Clerk
Michael Guttman, City Administrator

|3

Bonnie Gagliardi
(630) 677-5836

Noreen Ligino-Kubinski
(630) 762-9929
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Taking care of our little piece of the world

as your garden gone quiet, the hum and buzz of busy pollinators a

faint whisper? Do you remember summer nights driving through
clouds of insects, but now arrive home with a clean windshield? Do you miss
the enchantment of watching the flash and glimmer of fireflies?

While we've been busy doing human stuff, pollinators and insects have
been quietly disappearing. For years the decline went unnoticed. Insects are
small, many live outdoors and often the everyday human insect interactions are
annoying - ants in the kitchen, mosquitoes in the yard, yellow jackets threaten-
ing a picnic. It's hard to miss something you want to avoid.

Though often overlooked, insects are the keystone of life, a pivotal connection
between plants and animals. Our lives are being diminished by their decline.

A growing number of studies confirm insects are declining in abundance with a
number of species in danger of extinction. Insects in general are declining, but
the ones commanding the most attention are pollinators, a group that
includes bees, butterflies, moths, beetles, ants and flies. Pollinators in Peril, a
report prepared by the Center for Biological Diversity in 2017 found that 24%
of native bees are imperiled and population declines are occurring in 52% of
native bee species. In lllinois, the Illinois Butterfly Monitoring Network has
found a 30% decline in butterfly abundance since 2000.

West Chicago is doing its part to help. Since 2017 when he signed the
Mayor’s Monarch Pledge, the City Council and Mayor Ruben Pineda have
taken lead roles in advancing awareness and support for the importance of pro-
viding Monarch-friendly habitats throughout the City. The most recent example
of this is a new pollinator garden at Sesquicentennial Park planted together by City
leaders and community volunteers. Advocacy through groups like the Green Disciples of
the First United Methodist Church, the DuPage Monarch Project, the West Chicago
Environmental Commission, America in Bloom of West Chicago, People Made Visible,
Community High School District 94, and others are making a difference.

A grant received earlier this year by the City allowed the showing of a visually beautiful conservation film titled The
Guardians to Community High School Science and Language classes, as well as to the community at large at Gallery 200.
Attendance was amazing, with some people coming from Elgin and other suburbs. More outreach is planned for the future.

Human activity has created the conditions negatively impacting insects. The causes are known, primarily loss of habitat,
widespread pesticide usage and changing weather patterns. Each one of us can be part of the solution.

Helping begins with understanding. One of the best ways of understanding the natural world is to spend time in it, look-
ing closely, listening carefully, being curious, noting changes, asking questions and finding answers. Eric Simons, an editor for
Bay Nature, a science magazine based in San
Francisco says,

“You can go for a walk outside and just pay
attention to what's around you.” It sounds simple,
but Simons says that noticing your surroundings is
the first step to noticing changes. “The natural
world needs witnesses, now more than ever.”

Thank you to Lonnie Morris, coordinator for the DuPage
Monarch Project, for providing much of the information
contained in the article. For expanded information on other
pollinators such as honeybees and other native bees, please
visit the America in Bloom page of the City’s website.

Mayor Ruben Pineda explains West Chicago’s Monarch conservation efforts to an atten-
tive audience during the screening of The Guardians.
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STIVIVIYRS
REEIKN1GHITIS;
THURSDAY

JULY 11, 2019
HOURS OF OPERATION

CARNIVAL

5:30 PM - 10:00 PM

Wrist Band Special $27.00
ticket sales end 9:30 PM

BEER GARDEN

5:30 PM - 10:00 pm

Beer Token Sales end at
9:00 PM & Service ends at
9:30 PM!

FREE ENTERTAINMENT!
THE ALIBI  6:00 PM

WESTERNDUPAGECHAMBER.COM/

‘ ‘ westchicago-summer2019.indd 6

FRIDAY
JULY 12, 2019

CARNIVAL

5:30 PM - 11:00 PM
Ticket sales end 10:30
BEER GARDEN

5:00 PM - 11:00 PM

10:30 PM!

SOUL SHINE

Northwestern
Medicine

A\

@ Republic Bank

HOURS OF OPERATION

Beer Token Sales end at
10:00 PM & Service ends at

FREE ENTERTAINMENT!
6:45 PM
HEARTSFIELD 8:15 PM

SOUINSE

SATURDAY

JULY 13, 2019
HOURS OF OPERATION

CARNIVAL
1:00 PM - 11:00 PM

Wrist Band Special $27.00
Ticket Sales 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

PM

BEER GARDEN

12:00 PM - 11:00 PM

Beer Token Sales end 10:00
PM & Service ends at 10:30
PM!

FREE ENTERTAINMENT!
4TH POINT 5:00 PM
WHO’S WHO  7:00 PM
DOWNPOUR 9:00 PM

\

Western DuPage

L%

Chamber of Commerce

Parking
Shuttle Map

A\ = sHUTTLE sTOP

Middl
School

SUNDAY

JULY 14, 2019
HOURS OF OPERATION

CARNIVAL

2:30 PM - 10:00 PM

Wrist Band Special $27.00
Ticket Sales 2:30 PM - 6:30 PM

BEER GARDEN

2:30 PM - 10:00 PM

Beer Token Sales end at
9:00 PM & Service ends at
9:30 PM!

FREE ENTERTAINMENT!
SAMMY & THE KNIGHTS
4:00 PM

PROJECTO7 6:00 PM

SAMMYA&
HEKNIGHTS!

FREE SHUTTLE BUS SERVICE!

6/18/19 11:03AM‘ ‘
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