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Department Overview 
 
The Mission of the West Chicago Police Department is to Protect Life and Liberty, Provide Quality 
Police Services, and Forge Community Partnerships with Integrity and Professionalism. 

 
There are three divisions in   the Police Department:  the Office of the   Chief of Police, the 
Operations Division and the Support Services Division. 

 
The primary responsibility of the Office of the Chief of Police is to provide general management 
direction and control for the Department. The Office of the Chief of Police consists of the Chief 
of Police, the Management Analyst and the Administrative Assistant. 

 
The Operations Division consists of Uniformed Patrol Officers, Community Service Officers, 
Detectives, School Resource Officers, Evidence/Property, the Training Officer and the Community 
Relations Officer. 

 
The Support Services Division consists of Vehicle and Building Maintenance, Records and Social 
Services. 
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Personnel 
 
On November 10th, the Citizens Police Academy received training on crimes in progress and active 
shooter situations. Then on November 17th, the Citizens Police Academy successfully completed the 
ten week program. Participants received certificates from Chief Fleury and shared dinner together.  
 

 

 
 
On Veteran’s Day, November 11th, the Police Department acknowledged the service of Sergeant John 
Zurick, Army; Officer Michael Zepeda, Marines; Officer Donald Landbo, Army National Guard; 
Sergeant Jose Gaztambide, Army; Sergeant Antonio Reyes, Marines; Officer Andrew Alaniz,-
Marines; Officer Robert Winton, Army; Officer Michael Cummings, Army; 
Officer Jacob Fuller, Army; Officer Christopher Richards, Army; Officer Blake Bertany, Marines; 
Officer Derek Mielke, Marines; Officer Ryan Moore, Marines; and Officer Nathan Hunt, Army.  
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On November 6th, Chief Fleury, Deputy Chief Shackelford, Commander Cargola, Sergeant Samuel, 
Officers Berg and Nielsen, Community Service Officer Sollis and Executive Secretary Bautista, and 
many community volunteers assisted with the annual leaf raking event. Thanks to Menards for 
donating the leaf bags and Groot Industries for a special trip to pick up all the bags.    
 

 

 
On November 19th, Officer Nielsen stopped by the West Chicago Park District's Keppler Learning 
Center. The children were told about stranger danger, when to call 911 and what it means to be a 
police officer.  
 

 
 
 

With assistance from the Community Santa Project, Social Worker Rosie Valencia, Chief Fleury and 
Mayor Pineda provided twenty-five families with meals for the holiday season.  
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Criminal Activities 
 

Criminal Damage to Property: 
 
Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle parked in the 300 block of Clayton St. The rear window had 
been shattered by an unknown object.  

Person(s) unknown damaged a residence and a vehicle in the 500 block of E. Stimmel St. The middle 
window on the front of the house had been shattered. The rear window of a car parked in that 
residence’s driveway was also found to be shattered. A rock was found near the vehicle.    

Criminal Defacement: 
 
Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on a fence on the north side of a residence in 
the 1000 block of Bishop St.   

Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on the north side of a residence in the 1100 
block of Bishop St.  

Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on the fence of a residence in the 200 block of 
Glen Ave.     

Burglary from Motor Vehicle: 
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 2600 block of Sandpiper Tr. Removed from 
the car was a wallet containing a driver’s license and debit card.   

Theft Under $500.00: 
 
Person(s) unknown removed the victim’s cell phone from the mailbox area of an apartment building 
in the 1200 block of Kings Ct. The Samsung phone was delivered by UPS, however, when the victim 
attempted to retrieve it, the phone was gone. Loss is estimated at $200.00.  

Theft Over $500.00: 

Person(s) unknown obtained two checks totaling $24,183.00 made out to a business in the 500 block 
of W. Roosevelt Rd. It is unknown if the checks were taken from the mail or from inside the business. 
Both checks were cashed at unknown location(s).  

Theft of Motor Vehicle Parts or Accessories: 

Person(s) unknown removed the catalytic converter from a vehicle parked in the 500 block of 
Carriage Dr.   

Motor Vehicle Theft: 

Person(s) unknown removed the victim’s vehicle from a parking lot in the 700 block of W. Forest 
Ave.   
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Fraud: 

Person(s) unknown emailed the victim in the 200 block of Hemlock Ln. advising the victim of the 
purchase of Bitcoin. The victim was instructed to call a phone number in the email. After speaking 
with a number of individuals on the phone, the victim eventually transferred $2,613.00 out of her 
account. Investigation is ongoing.      

Person(s) unknown agreed to sell the victim a dog for $900.00. The suspect asked the victim to send 
the money via Zelle or a similar app. The victim stated he did not understand these apps and the 
money was wired to the suspect.  The victim then received another email that he would need to wire 
another $2,400.00 for a shipping kennel. The victim later realized this was probably a scam.   
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Monthly Totals 
 
 
 

Activities Aug 
2021 

Sep 
2021 

Oct 
2021 

Nov 
2021 

YTD 
2021 

YTD 
2020 

Total 
2020 

Traffic 
Stops 

456 513 524 511 5,507 4,072 4,646 

Traffic 
Citations 

155 141 167 195 1,761 1,657 1,849 

Traffic 
Warnings 

176 242 242 277 2,392 2,219 2,516 

Parking 
Citations 

382 235 277 303 3,642 1,169 1,293 

Traffic 
Crashes 

80 61 68 60 725 631 700 

Incident 
Reports 

208 248 202 214 2,539 2,444 2,652 
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Officer Activities 
 

On November 9th, Officers Mielke, Richards, Jacobs and Eversole and Sergeant Gaztambide responded 
to the area of Hemlock Ln and Sancherry Ln. A complainant stated a subject was following him, 
making obscene gestures. While on the phone with dispatch the suspicious individual pepper sprayed 
the caller before fleeing the area. Officers located the subject running north on Post Oak Cir. The 
subject was directed by officers to stop and while doing so, the suspect threw a can of pepper spray into 
the street. The subject was wearing a tactical vest and hard knuckled gloves. There were bulges in the 
subject’s jacket indicative of a weapon or weapons. The subject was handcuffed and a search was 
performed resulting in a number of flash bang grenades and fragmentation grenades being found on his 
person.  A perimeter was established and the DuPage County Sheriff’s Office Bomb Squad was 
requested to the scene. The Bomb Squad x-rayed the devices and determined that the fragmentation 
grenades were explosive devices. There were also six “flash bang” devices. Also located on the subject 
were a knife, two Tasers, a fast strike whip and two pepper spray canisters. The suspect was transported 
to the Police Station and interviewed by Officer Mielke and Detective Herbert, subsequently admitting 
to spraying pepper spray in the victim’s face. The DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office approved 
felony charges of Aggravated Battery, Aggravated Unlawful Use of a Weapon, Assault and Disorderly 
Conduct. The offender was then transported for a mental health evaluation.  

On November 8th, Officers Richards and Jacobs and Eversole and Sergeant Gaztambide responded to 
the 800 block of Burr Oaks Dr. for a report of an individual passed out in an apartment lobby. Upon 
arrival the subject was found on the stairs just inside the lobby area. The subject appeared incapacitated. 
Sternum rubs were begun in an attempt to revive the subject. When the subject did not revive a dose of 
Narcan was administered.  A faint pulse and agonal breathing were then detected.  Officers prepared the 
individual for CPR and administered a second dose of Narcan. West Chicago Fire Protection District 
personnel arrived and transported the subject to Northwestern Medicine Central DuPage Hospital.       

On October 19th, officers responded to the Rent-A-Center located at 139 W. Roosevelt Rd. A suspect 
had received delivery of $2,969.42 in furniture using fraudulent information utilizing the identifiers of 
an uninvolved third party. When Rent-A-Center contacted this third party to collect money or remove 
the furniture, they realized they were the victims of a fraudulent purchase. The suspect’s image was on 
the fraudulent driver’s license presented to Rent-A-Center. Detective Herbert searched through past area 
law enforcement bulletins for images matching the photo on the license. A bulletin put out by the 
Aurora Police Department appeared to show a photo of the suspect from Rent-A-Center. Reports were 
obtained from the Aurora Police Department and the Kendall County Sheriff’s Office that led to 
identifying a suspect. The driver who delivered the furniture was shown a photo lineup and selected the 
suspect. Detectives learned that the suspect had moved and now lived in Woodridge. On November 9th, 
Detectives Herbert, Flanigan and Calabrese conducted surveillance of the suspect’s cars in a parking lot 
in Woodridge. After some time, the suspect appeared in the lot and entered a vehicle. Detectives 
approached the suspect before she could drive away. After brief questioning, the suspect admitted she 
knew where the furniture was and in whose possession the furniture was. The suspect was placed under 
arrest and transported to the Police Station, and declined to speak further with detectives. The DuPage 
County State’s Attorney’s Office approved a charge of Identity Theft. The suspect was fingerprinted, 
photographed and transported to the DuPage County Jail.     
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Department Overview 
 
The Mission of the West Chicago Police Department is to Protect Life and Liberty, Provide Quality 
Police Services, and Forge Community Partnerships with Integrity and Professionalism. 

 
There are three divisions in   the Police Department:  the Office of the   Chief of Police, the 
Operations Division and the Support Services Division. 

 
The primary responsibility of the Office of the Chief of Police is to provide general management 
direction and control for the Department. The Office of the Chief of Police consists of the Chief 
of Police, the Management Analyst and the Administrative Assistant. 

 
The Operations Division consists of Uniformed Patrol Officers, Community Service Officers, 
Detectives, School Resource Officers, Evidence/Property, the Training Officer and the Community 
Relations Officer. 

 
The Support Services Division consists of Vehicle and Building Maintenance, Records and Social 
Services. 
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Personnel 
 
On December 4th, the Police Explorers were on hand to assist with traffic control at the Frosty Fest.   
 
The Marine Toys for Tots Foundation stopped by the Police Station the week of the 18th to pick up all 
of the donated toys. The Department wishes to thank the citizens of West Chicago for their generous 
donations.  
 

 
 
On December 19th, Detective Peterson and Social Worker Rosie Valencia partnered with the 
Community Santa Project and other volunteers to provide 105 families with gifts for Christmas. 
Community Santa Project is a Community Social Services organization committed to helping those in 
need. They partner with several non-profit institutions, social workers, police agencies, and 
community organizations as well as individuals dedicated to helping children and families in our area, 
to better perform social service responsibilities. 
    

 
 
 
Hawthorne's Backyard held its Annual Stocking Charity Drive. Thanks to the generous donations of 
its customers and staff, together Hawthorne’s and Police Department personnel were able to make 
Christmas special for three families. 
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Criminal Activities 
 
Criminal Damage to Property: 
 
Person(s) unknown damaged two windows on a bank located in the 100 block of Main St. The 
damage appears to have been made by BBs or pellets.  While on scene, officers noted two windows 
were also damaged in a similar manner on a vacant building in the 100 block of Main St.   
 
A known person damaged a vehicle parked in the 1100 block of Powis Rd. The right tires on the 
victim’s vehicle were slashed. Surveillance cameras captured the offense. Investigation is ongoing.  
 
Person(s) unknown damaged a mailbox in the 600 block of Partridge Dr.  Witnesses observed the 
mailbox explode and then a silver SUV fled the area.    

Criminal Defacement: 
 
Person(s) unknown used marker to draw non-gang related graffiti on a stop sign at the intersection of 
Ann St. and Pearl Ave.   
 
Person(s) unknown painted gang-related graffiti on an electrical box located at the southwest corner 
of Roosevelt Rd. and Bishop St.    

Person(s) unknown spray painted non-gang related graffiti on the walls of the George St. tunnel.   

Burglary from Motor Vehicle: 
 
Person(s) unknown entered two vehicles parked in the 200 block of Amber Ct. Removed from one 
vehicle was a backpack containing an Asus laptop computer and a Nikon camera with two lenses. 
Taken from the second vehicle was a wallet containing numerous credit cards, a debit card and 
driver’s license. It was not known whether the vehicles were secured or not.  

Person(s) unknown entered the victim’s unsecured vehicle in the 900 block of N. Neltnor Blvd. The 
victim left her purse on the passenger front seat of the car when she took her child into the daycare 
center. When she returned, the purse was missing. The purse contained a credit card, debit card, 
social security card, permanent resident card and $20.00.  While taking this report, officers learned 
that purses had been removed from two additional, unsecured vehicles.  A work bag containing a 
laptop computer, $325.00, wallet, Samsung cell phone, driver’s license and debit card had been taken 
from another victim’s unsecured vehicle.    

Person(s) unknown entered a truck and trailer parked in the 100 block of Main St., removing a 
cement saw. The owner parked the truck and went into a business to eat breakfast.  The victim then 
went to a job site and noted the saw was missing. Loss is estimated at $1,200.00.   
 

Theft Under $500.00: 
 
Person(s) unknown removed $1,079.76 worth of liquor from the Jewel store located at 177 E. 
Roosevelt Rd. The subject placed the 12 bottles of liquor in a basket near a back door to the store.  
The suspect also placed a case of Patron near the same door. The suspect then opened the rear door 
and left with the case of Patron leaving the other twelve bottles of liquor inside the store.    
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Theft Over $500.00: 

Person(s) unknown placed fifteen bottles of liquor in a grocery basket at the Jewel located at 177 E. 
Roosevelt Rd.  The suspect then placed the basket in an unsecured back room. When a sales associate 
left the area, the suspect exited a rear door of the store carrying the basket. Jewel personnel stated the 
liquor was valued at $457.83.     

Person(s) unknown removed a license plate from an inoperable vehicle parked in the 800 block of 
Burr Oaks Dr. The vehicle owner later received notices from the Illinois Tollway Authority of unpaid 
tolls involving the stolen plate totaling $138.50.   

Person(s) unknown removed Air Pods Pro from a porch in the 2400 block of Adelia Ln. The victim 
received notification that a package had been delivered. When she returned to the residence, the 
package had been opened and turned upside down. The Air Pods were noted to be missing from the 
box. Loss is estimated at $249.00.    

Person(s) unknown entered the Jewel store located at 177 E. Roosevelt Rd., placed six bottles of 
alcohol in a cardboard box and then exited through a rear door on the northwest side of the business. 
Loss is estimated at $150.00.   

Theft of Motor Vehicle Parts or Accessories: 

Person(s) unknown removed catalytic converters from two trucks parked at a business located in the 
1200 block of Howard Dr.  

Person(s) unknown removed the catalytic converter from a truck parked at a business located in the 
1200 block of W. Roosevelt Rd.  

Person(s) unknown removed the catalytic converter from a vehicle parked at a business in the 200 
block of W. Roosevelt Rd.  

Person(s) unknown removed the catalytic converter from a vehicle parked in the 1200 block of Kings 
Ct.  

Theft by Deception:  

Person(s) unknown stole and electronically cashed 21 employee checks from a business located in the 
500 block of Colford Ave. The victim company’s bank cannot provide information on where the 
checks are being cashed. The loss is $6,771.60. Management suspects the thefts to be by an unknown 
office worker who has access to the checks or is responsible for distributing the paychecks, however, 
all such situated employees have denied involvement in the theft. Investigation is ongoing.    

Theft of Lost or Mislaid Property: 

Person(s) unknown removed the victim’s cell phone from the Jewel located at 177 E. Roosevelt Rd. 
The victim left his phone on the customer service desk while speaking with a representative. The 
victim then left the store forgetting about the cell phone. The victim later called the store and was told 
they did not have the phone. Surveillance video from the store shows a suspect taking the phone off 
the counter. Officer Winton viewed the video and identified the suspect. The suspect was called, 
stated he took the phone and agreed to turn the phone in to the police. The phone was handed in and 
then turned over to the owner who declined to press charges against the suspect.    
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Motor Vehicle Theft: 

Person(s) unknown removed a Z20 Max dirt bike from the first floor hallway of an apartment 
building in the 1200 block of Kings Ct. Investigation is ongoing.  

Aggravated Battery of a Child:  

A known person(s) is alleged to have battered the four-year-old child at an apartment in the 400 block 
of Carriage Dr. causing visible injuries.  The offense was originally reported to the Aurora Police 
Department, but was determined to have occurred in West Chicago. The Department of Children and 
Family Services and the DuPage Children’s Center were notified. Investigation is ongoing.  

Identity Theft: 

Person(s) unknown have been using the victim’s social security number for employment purposes at 
an unknown Panera location.  The fourteen-year-old victim, of the 1200 block of Bishop St., has 
never been employed by Panera.  

Burglary: 

Person(s) unknown entered the gated cellphone tower in the 1N300 block of Kress Rd. Copper wire 
and copper plates had been stripped and removed.  Loss is estimated at $10,000.00.  

Aggravated Criminal Sexual Abuse: 

A known person is alleged to have touched the nine-year-old victim while driving to a residence in 
the 700 block of Lyman St. The victim claim the suspect touched her chest and thigh over her 
clothing while riding together in a vehicle.  The Department of Children and Family Services and the 
DuPage Children’s Center were advised of the incident. Investigation is ongoing.   
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Monthly Totals 
 
 
 

Activities Sep 
2021 

Oct 
2021 

Nov 
2021 

Dec 
2021 

Total 
2021 

Total 
2020 

Traffic 
Stops 

513 524 511 447 5,954 4,646 

Traffic 
Citations 

141 167 195 179 1,940 1,849 

Traffic 
Warnings 

242 242 277 214 2,606 2,516 

Parking 
Citations 

235 277 303 218 3,860 1,293 

Traffic 
Crashes 

61 68 66 65 796 700 

Incident 
Reports 

248 202 214 241 2,780 2,652 
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Officer Activities 
 

On December 22nd, officers responded to a call of a psychological evaluation/suicidal subject in the 200 
block of Arbor Ave. Upon their arrival, officers found a suspect and his mother at the residence. It is 
alleged that the suspect entered his mother’s bedroom while she was sleeping, placed a large pillow 
over her face and held it there. The victim was able to free herself and called police. The victim 
explained that earlier, the suspect had placed a rag in the furnace in an attempt to kill himself and his 
mother with carbon monoxide. The victim located the rag and pulled it from the furnace. The suspect 
was transported to Northwestern Medicine Central DuPage Hospital for a mental health evaluation. 
Detectives Herbert and Bowers arrived to interview the suspect. The suspect admitted to placing the rag 
in the furnace as well as in pouring bleach into the furnace believing these efforts would kill them both. 
The suspect believed that the holidays would be too difficult on his mother after the death of her 
husband. The suspect was released from the hospital and transported to the West Chicago Police 
Station. The DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office approve charges of Attempted Murder, 
Aggravated Domestic Battery and Aggravated Battery.  The offender was fingerprinted, photographed 
and transported to the DuPage County Jail.    
 
On December 29th, officers responded to a residence in the 2300 block of Alamance Dr. The victim 
reported two subjects pulled up and exited a vehicle.  The homeowner’s ring video shows the suspects 
walk up and enter the open garage.  The victim had just entered his vehicle that was parked and running 
in the garage.  One of the suspects pointed a handgun at the owner’s stomach and demanded the 
vehicle’s keys. The victim complied and one of the suspects entered the vehicle while the other ran back 
to the car in which they had arrived.  Both vehicles left the scene.  The homeowner activated the 
vehicle’s GPS tracking.  Officers were able to track the vehicle’s location to the City of Chicago and 
requested assistance from the Chicago Police Department. During the early stages of the investigation, a 
check of the red-light camera at North Ave and Neltnor Blvd. showed the suspect (get-away) vehicle 
maneuver around traffic and pass through the intersection against a red-light.  The vehicle had been 
reported stolen earlier in the day in Chicago. While monitoring the location of the victim’s vehicle, a 
CPD aerial unit was able to locate it and coordinate patrol units on the ground.  The driver, apparently 
aware of the aerial pursuit, stopped the vehicle and both occupants ran while multiple CPD units were 
approaching.  The passenger was apprehended after a foot pursuit, but the driver was not located.  A 
handgun was recovered at the scene.  The suspect and vehicle were brought back to the West Chicago 
Police Station. Detectives interviewed the suspect who admitted involvement in the carjacking and 
provided the location of the getaway vehicle which he verified was also stolen.  The getaway vehicle 
was located in Chicago and brought back to the Police Station for evidence processing.  During 
additional questioning, the suspect in custody provided a first name for the driver who fled as well as a 
possible residence.  Provided with that information, detectives were able to identify the driver and his 
home address. Investigators surveilled the area of the at-large suspect’s residence and observed him exit 
the home and enter a vehicle.  A traffic stop was conducted and the suspect was taken into custody.  He 
was brought back to the Police Station, questioned and admitted to involvement with this incident.  The 
DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office approved charges of Aggravated Vehicular Hijacking and 
Aggravated Possession of Stolen Motor Vehicle.  The offenders were fingerprinted, photographed and 
transported to the DuPage County Jail. Both stolen vehicles were returned to the owners 
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