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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
 

Thursday, May 15, 2025, 5:00 p.m.  
Water Treatment Plant, 1400 W. Hawthorne Lane 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order & Establish a Quorum  
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
a. Environmental Commission Meeting Minutes of April 16, 2025 

 
3. Public Participation/Presentations 

 
4. Items for Consent 

a. None 
 

5. Review and Discuss the Commission Priority List 
a. Current List 

i. Sustainability Plan – Subcommittee Update 
b. New Additions or Upcoming Events 

i. Blooming Fest – May 17, 2025, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
1. Location: Downtown West Chicago 
2. Bareroot Prep – 5:00 PM on May 15, 2025, at the Water 

Treatment Plant  
3. Staff Update: County partnership, booth set up by 8:30am, 

promote: resident survey, Recycle Coach, shredding event, rain 
barrel,        

ii. Paper Shredding Event & Rain Barrels Pick Up – June 7, 2025, 9:00 AM 
– 12:00 PM 

1. Location: West Chicago Metra Station Parking Lot  
2. Staff Update: Rain barrel ordering is now open and advertised (7 

orders as of 4/23/24), flyer (Enclosure), location map (Enclosure), 
agreement in place for 2 shredders; rename the event? 

6. Other Business 
a. Recycle Coach – Promotion at the Blooming Fest 
b. Strategy to collaborate with City staff, elected officials, other City commissions, 

and local environmental groups. 
c. Monarch Butterfly Action Items – Planter Design (Enclosed) 
d. Landscaping Plans feedback for the proposed Community Park 

i. Feedback due by May 30, 2025, in writing to the Staff Liaison. 
 

7. Adjournment 
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Draft 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
April 16, 2025, 5:00 P.M. 

 
1. Call to Order Establish a Quorum 

a. Dave Shah, Staff Liaison, called the meeting to order at 5:04 P.M.  
b. Roll call found Co-Chair Tom Cherrington, Commissioner Bob Blaus, 

Commissioner Victoria Burris, Commissioner Tyler Kesler, and Commissioner 
Allen Rodriguez present.  Chair Nazree Williams was absent. 

c. Aldermanic liaison present included Alderman Christopher Swiatek. 
d. Staff liaison present included Assistant Director of Public Works, Dave Shah. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

a. Environmental Commission Meeting Minutes of March 20, 2025 
i. Rodriguez made a motion, seconded by Cherrington, to approve the 

Meeting Minutes. 
1. Voting Yea: Cherrington, Blaus, Burris, Kesler, Rodriguez 
2. Voting Nay: None 

 
3. Public Participation/Presentations 

a. None 
 

4. Items for Consent 
a. None 

 
5. Review and Discuss the Commission Priority List 

a. Current List 
i. Sustainability Plan – Subcommittee Update 

Discussion: Kesler shared that contact was made with the City of Batavia 
to get feedback from City staff and elected officials regarding their 
experience since the implementation of single-use bag fees.  He plans to 
share the results of this outreach with the Commission at the May 
meeting. 

b. New Additions or Upcoming Events 
i. Spring Adopt-A-Highway Clean Up Event (Hawthorne Lane) 

1. Today around 6:00 P.M. 
ii. Blooming Fest – May 17, 2025, 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

1. Location: Downtown West Chicago 
Discussion: Shah updated the Commission on preparations for Blooming 
Fest.  Bareroot preparation will take place in the garage at the Water 
Treatment Plant on May 15, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. immediately following the 
Environmental Commission Meeting.  Burris and Rodriguez are making 
efforts to have an arborist in attendance for Blooming Fest as well.  
Rodriguez suggested ordering City logo hats for interested 
Commissioners to wear during the event.   

iii. Paper Shredding Event & Rain Barrels Pick Up – June 7, 2025, 9:00 A.M. 
– 12:00 P.M. 

1. Location: West Chicago METRA Station Parking Lot 
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Discussion: Shah noted that so far two rain barrel orders have been 
received, and the Commission should advertise the rain barrel sale during 
Blooming Fest.  Two shredders have been confirmed for the event, and 
eWorks will accept textiles for recycling/reuse as well.  The draft event 
flyer was reviewed, and Rodriguez suggested changing the background 
to green to be in line with the Commission’s green initiative. 

 
6. Other Business 

a. Participation Certificate for the Holiday Lights Recycling Event 
Discussion: Shah provided the certificates for the Commissioners to present to 
participants. 

b. Arbor Day and Earth Day Proclamation at the April 21, 2025, City Council 
Meeting at 7:00 P.M. 
Discussion: Shah invited the Commissioners to attend the meeting in support of 
the Proclamations.  

c. Arbor Day Tree Planting Event Invitation 
Discussion: Shah invited the Commissioners to attend the tree planting in 
support of the City’s Arbor Day celebration on April 25, 2025, at 10:00 A.M. at 
135 W. Grandlake Boulevard. 

d. Monarch Butterfly Action Items 
Discussion: Shah shared that he and Burris met with the City’s Street 
Superintendent to discuss planting pollinators in town.  Burris will work with the 
West Chicago Garden Club to seek volunteers to plant pollinator gardens at the 
METRA parking lot and two of the City’s entryway signs (one on Route 64 near 
Fair Oaks Road and one on Neltnor Boulevard just south of St. Andrews Golf and 
Country Club).  They will also maintain the existing pollinator garden at City Hall.  
Public Works staff are preparing these areas, and Commissioners are invited to 
volunteer with the plantings.  A planting date will be set for some time in May.  
Burris will also be giving a presentation at Ball Horticultural on April 22, 2025, at 
12:00 P.M. 

e. Water Treatment Plant Tour 
i. Took place today after the meeting. 

f. Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup 
i. Took place today after the Water Treatment Plant tour and concluded at 

7:55 P.M. 
g. Rodriguez inquired about the City’s upcoming Open House.  Shah shared that it 

would be held on April 23, 2025, from 5:00-7:00 P.M. at City Hall.  City staff will 
be there in an informal setting to share information about public engagement, 
community resources, and projects going on in the City.  All are invited to attend. 

h. Shah noted that DuPage County shared information with him about a nonprofit 
entity aiming to connect low-to-moderate income households with Community 
Solar Project.  The residents would save a minimum of 10% on the energy 
portion of their ComEd bill by participating.  They are looking for events to do 
some outreach and hopefully sign up some households.  Shah asked the 
Commission if they would be interested in having the nonprofit at Blooming Fest; 
they would like more information first.  Cherrington suggested sharing information 
about ComEd’s free energy assessment at Blooming Fest as well. 

 
7. Adjournment 

a. Upon completion of the Adopt-A-Highway cleanup event at 7:55 P.M., there was a 
general agreement by the Commissioners to conclude the meeting. 
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Respectfully, 
  
Ashley Heidorn 
Public Works Administrative Assistant 



Paper Shredding

Bring up to (10) standard o�ce-sized boxes of 
documents to be destroyed. Documents and/or paper 
may also be brought in plastic bags. Bags and boxes will 
not be disposed on-site.

Please remember to remove all binders, rubber bands, 
binder clips, page protectors, plastic bags, plastic file 
tabs, CDs, vinyl checkbook holders, batteries, and other 
hard items. Staples and paper clips do not need to be 
removed. 

Service provided by Accurate Document Destruction 
which is a subsidiary of West Chicago’s waste 
management service provider, Groot Industries.

Medication and Sharps Disposal

The DuPage County Sheri�’s Department will be 
accepting the following on-site:

• Expired or unused medications and vitamins. Please 
place all pills and ointments in a zip-lock bag; please do 
not bring pill bottles.

• Medical sharps including syringes, epi-pens, lancets, 
and needles. Please place all collected sharps in a thick 
plastic container, such as a laundry detergent bottle, and 
secure lid with tape. 

• Inhaler canisters. Please do not bring holders.

Clothing, Shoes, Apparel Accessories

eWorks will be collecting clean clothing, shoes, 
apparel accessories (such as belts, hats, scarves, and 
purses), bedding, towels, and other household textiles. 
Items can be in any condition as long as they are clean 
and not wet or moldy. Rips, tears, stains that won't wash 
out, and missing buttons or zippers are all acceptable.

Additional Items Accepted

The West Chicago Environmental Commission will also 
be accepting used American flags, eye glasses, and 
hearing aids at the event for proper recycling. 

PAPER
SHRED &
MEDICAL
DISPOSAL
EVENT

This event is FREE for all 
residents & businesses. 

SATURDAY,
JUNE 7

For more information,
please visit westchicago.org, 
and for questions about 
disposables please contact 
SCARCE at (630) 545-9710.

Rain-Barrel Program Pick-Up

Pick up your pre-ordered rain barrel from the City’s 
Rain Barrel Program. Please make sure to have an 
adequately sized vehicle and room to transport 
barrel(s).

If you’re interested in ordering a rain barrel for 
pick-up at this event, or wish to have one mailed to 
your household (fees apply), please visit
westchicago.org/rainbarrelprogram.

METRA Parking Lot at 
508 Main Street from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

This event is organized through the 
partnership of the City of West 
Chicago, the West Chicago 
Environmental Commission, 
SCARCE, the DuPage County 
Sheri�’s O�ce, and DuPage County.  

NEWTHISYEAR!



Destrucción de papel

Traiga hasta (10) cajas estándar de documentos de oficina para su 

destrucción. Los documentos y/o papeles también pueden traerse 

en bolsas de plástico. Las bolsas y cajas no se desecharán en el 

lugar.

Recuerde retirar todas las carpetas, ligas elásticas, clips, protectores 

de hojas, bolsas de plástico, separadores de plástico para archivos, 

CD, porta chequeras de vinilo, pilas y otros objetos duros. No es 

necesario retirar las grapas ni los clips.

Servicio proporcionado por Accurate Document Destruction, un 

subsidiario de Groot Industries, proveedor de servicios de 

administración de residuos de West Chicago.

Eliminación de medicamentos y objetos punzantes

El Departamento del Sheri� del Condado de DuPage aceptará lo 

siguiente en sus instalaciones:

• Medicamentos y vitaminas caducados o sin usar. Por favor, guarde 

todas las pastillas y ungüentos en una bolsa con cierre 

impenetrable; no traiga frascos de pastillas.

• Objetos punzantes médicos, como jeringas, EpiPens, lancetas y 

agujas. Por favor, coloque todos los objetos punzantes 

recolectados en un recipiente de plástico grueso, como una botella 

de detergente para ropa, y cierre la tapa con cinta adhesiva.

• Envases de inhaladores. Por favor, no traiga soportes.

Ropa, zapatos, accesorios de vestir  

eWorks recogerá ropa, zapatos, accesorios (como cinturones, 
sombreros, bufandas y bolsos), ropa de cama, toallas y otros textiles 

para el hogar limpios. Los artículos pueden estar en cualquier 

condición, siempre que estén limpios y no estén mojados ni 

mohosos. Se aceptan artículos con roturas, desgarros, manchas que 

no se quitan con el lavado y botones o cierres faltantes.

Artículos adicionales aceptados

La Comisión Ambiental de West Chicago también aceptará 
banderas estadounidenses, anteojos y audífonos usados en el 

evento para su reciclaje adecuado.

EVENTO DE
DESTRUCCIÓN
DE PAPEL Y
ELIMINACIÓN
DE MATERIAL
MÉDICO

Este evento ES 
GRATUITO para todos los 
residentes y empresas. 

SÁBADO, 7
DE JUNIO

Para obtener más información, 
visite westchicago.org y si tiene 
preguntas sobre desechables, 
comuníquese con SCARCE al 
(630) 545-9710.

Recogida del programa de barriles de lluvia

Recoja su barril de lluvia preordenado del Programa de Barriles 

de Lluvia de la Ciudad. Asegúrese de tener un vehículo de 

tamaño adecuado y espacio suficiente para transportar el/los 

barril(es).

Si le interesa pedir un barril de lluvia para recogerlo en este 

evento o desea que se lo envíen por correo a su domicilio (se 

aplican cargos), visite westchicago.org/rainbarrelprogram.

Estacionamiento de 
METRA en 508 Main St. 
de 9 a.m.- 12 p.m. 

Este evento está organizado a través 
de la asociación de la Ciudad de 
West Chicago, la Comisión 
Ambiental de West Chicago, 
SCARCE, la Oficina del Sheri� del 
Condado de DuPage y el Condado 
de DuPage.

NUEVOESTEAÑO!
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https://www.blazingstargardens.com/plants/p/monarch-mania-garden-kit 

https://www.blazingstargardens.com/plants/p/monarch-mania-garden-kit


 
https://www.prairienursery.com/64-plant-monarch-habitat-garden-for-dry-soils.html 

https://www.prairienursery.com/64-plant-monarch-habitat-garden-for-dry-soils.html


 
https://www.ringerslandscaping.com/post/monarch-butterfly-garden 

https://www.ringerslandscaping.com/post/monarch-butterfly-garden
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MATCHLINE
MATCHLINE

1. Notes indicated on grading plans shall pertain to landscape plans. Final grade of planting
beds shall be as per grading plan.

2. The landscape contractor shall be responsible for making themselves familiar with all
underground utilities and structures.

3. All existing plant material and trees shall be saved and protected unless otherwise noted.
Contractor to protect new and existing trees and landscaping from damage and shall restore
all areas disturbed as a result of construction.

4. Plant material shall be supplied from Northern Illinois nursery stock, shall be dug the planting
season it is installed, and shall conform to the American Association of Nurseryman's
standards.

5. Plant material shall be size and type specified.  Substitution of plant material shall be on a
case by case basis and approved in writing by the Owner's Representative.  In no case shall
plant material be smaller than indicated in the plans.

6. Do not willfully proceed with plantings as designed when it is obvious that obstructions
and/or grade differences exist that may not have been known during the design process.
Such conditions shall be immediately brought to the attention of the Owner's Representative.

7. All plant material shall be inspected and approved by the Owner's Representative prior to the
installation of any and all plant material.

8. Plant locations shall be flagged in field with Owner's Rep.  Final location of all plant material
shall be subject to approval of the Owner's Representative prior to digging any holes.  The
landscape contractor is responsible for providing Owner's Representative with 48 hour
minimum advance notice prior to planting.

9. Plants shall be watered on the day they are planted and maintained with watering until final
acceptance of the project.

10. Apply a pre-emergent as per manufacturer's specification prior to installing mulch.
11. Beds and tree rings (6' diameter) shall have 3" of hardwood shredded mulch applied and a

4" deep spade edge at lawn. Trees that are not located in beds, shall have a tree ring.
12. Landscape plant material shall be guaranteed for 12 months from final acceptance.  Any

plant 1/3 dead or more shall be replaced under the guarantee.
13. Contractor to prepare landscape beds by roto-tilling 2" of Mushroom Compost into new beds.

Do not add compost nor roto-till within drip line of existing trees.
14. Lawn Seeding shall be under favorable weather conditions, and shall follow dates in

specification. All irrigation shall be installed and functioning prior to seeding.
15. Turf mixes shall be installed and lawn established at all disturbed areas.
16. Do not overseed into mulch beds, artificial turf, and paving.
17. Contractor shall restore all areas disturbed as a result of construction.
18. Landscape contractor to coordinate all work with irrigation work.

GENERAL NOTES: LANDSCAPE

LEGEND

Shade Tree

Ornamental Tree

Perennial and Groundcover (hatch symbol varies)

Prairie Seed Mix

Buffalo Grass Seed Mix

Construction Fence
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1. Landscape Notes on Sheet 6.0

GENERAL NOTES: LANDSCAPE

LEGEND

Shade Tree

Ornamental Tree

Perennial and Groundcover (hatch symbol varies)

Prairie Seed Mix

Buffalo Grass Seed Mix

Construction Fence

Note: See Sheet 8.0 for Landscape Details, and see
specifications for the seed mix information.

6.1

Landscape
Plan - North
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SCALE:
Temporary Concrete Washout

NTS d-IUM-654SB-concrete washout_12

AUTOCAD2006

SCALE:
Stabilized Construction Entrance Plan

NTS d-NRCS-IL630-construction entrance_12

REFERENCE STANDARD DWG. NO.

SHEET  1  OF  2

DATE   8-18-94

Project  
Designed
Checked
Approved

Date
Date
Date

IL-630

STABILIZED CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE PLAN

NOTES:
Filter fabric shall meet the requirements of material specification
592 GEOTEXTILE, Table I or 2, Class   ,    or    and shall be placed 
over the cleared area prior to the placing of rock.

2.Rock or reclaimed concrete shall meet one of the following IDOT coarse
aggregate gradation, CA-1, CA-2, CA-3 or CA-4 and be placed according 
to construction specification 25 ROCKFILL using placement Method 1
and Class     compaction.

3.Any drainage facilities required because of washing shall be 
constructed according to manufacturers specifications.

4.If wash racks are used they shall be installed according to the
manufacturer's specifications.
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SECTION A-A

6'- 7"

Reinforced Concrete Drain Space

SECTION B-B

1.

SCALE:
Tree Installation

N.T.S. d-plant-tree_12

BACKFILL MIXTURE TO BE TOPSOIL
AS REQUIRED, PLACE ON ALL SIDES
OF TREE, EXTEND 12" BEYOND
OUTSIDE EDGE OF ROOT BALL.

4" HIGH SOIL SAUCER BEYOND EDGE
OF ROOT BALL.  6' DIAMETER MULCH
RING OR MULCH AS PART OF
PLANTING BED.

4" DEEP SHREDDED HARDWOOD
MULCH. MULCH SHALL NOT TOUCH
TREE TRUNK

BASE OF BALL SHALL BE PLACED
ON UNDISTURBED SUBGRADE OR
TAMPED SOIL. TREE SHALL BE
TRUE AND PLUMB

12"

ROOT CROWN TO BE AT FINISH
GRADE OR 2" ABOVE FINISH GRADE

REMOVED ALL CONTAINERS, STRING,
WIRE, AND TWINE AT TOP 1/2 OF
ROOT BALL. REMOVE TAGS ON TREE

TREE WITH STRONG CENTRAL
LEADER

36"
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NOTE:
PULVERIZED TOPSOIL IS NOT TO
BE USED FOR TREE BACKFILL

SCALE:
Evergreen Installation

N.T.S. d-plant-evergreen_12

BACKFILL MIXTURE TO BE TOPSOIL
AS REQUIRED, PLACE ON ALL SIDES
OF TREE, EXTEND 12" BEYOND
OUTSIDE EDGE OF ROOT BALL.

4" HIGH SOIL SAUCER BEYOND EDGE
OF ROOT BALL.  6' DIAMETER MULCH
RING OR MULCH AS PART OF
PLANTING BED.

4" DEEP SHREDDED HARDWOOD
TREE TRUNK

BASE OF BALL SHALL BE PLACED
ON UNDISTURBED SUBGRADE OR
TAMPED SOIL. TREE SHALL BE
TRUE AND PLUMB

PLACE TOP OF ROOT MASS AT
FINISHED GRADE OR UP TO 1/ 2"
ABOVE FINISHED GRADE.
REMOVED ALL CONTAINERS, STRING,
WIRE, AND TWINE AT TOP 1/2 OF
ROOT BALL. REMOVE TAGS ON TREE

TREE WITH STRONG CENTRAL LEADER

12"
36"

SCALE:
Perennial & Ornamental Grass Installation

1" = 1'-0" d-perennials

BACKFILL MIXTURE TO BE 85%
TOPSOIL AND 15% MUSHROOM
COMPOST, MIXED THOROUGHLY

REMOVE PLASTIC
CONTAINERS AND TAGS FROM
PLANTS PRIOR TO INSTALL
EXTEND MULCH AS SHOWN ON
LANDSCAPE PLAN AND MINIMUM
OF 18" PAST CENTER OF PLANT

INSTALL BASE OF POT SOIL
MASS ON EXISTING
SUBGRADE OR TAMPED
TOPSOIL

TOP OF POT SOIL SHALL BE
AT FINISHED GRADE.



West Chicago Park Phase 0

City of West Chicago
50% Review Meeting 



Meeting Agenda
1. Plan Adjustments
2. Amenities Review



Master Plan

Phase 0 Elements
1. Gazebos
2. Entry Sculpture 
3. North Trail System
4. Native Landscaping



Picnic Shelter Gazebo - ICON

• 20’ Octagonal Gazebos
• Different Colors

• Stained Tongue and Groove 
paneling 

• Surface Mount

• Lighting:
• Solar Light
• USB Outlets

• No Cupola South Shelter

North Shelter



Picnic Shelter Gazebo - ICON Colors

Maria Blood
Line



Site Furniture

• Benches: 7 Surface Mount along North Trail
• Tables: 3 Standard, 1 ADA Per Shelter
• Litter Receptacles: 1 Per Shelter 



Entry Sculpture

• Entry Butterfly
Sculpture



Trail System and Native Landscaping

• Monarch Waystation:
• Native Perennials
• Signage

Deciduous Shrubs - Balled and Burlap
5 24" ht. x 24" wt. Hypericum prolificum Shrubby St. John's Wort
42 24" ht. x 24" wt. Viburnum prunifolium Blackhaw Viburnum
47 Total

Perennials - Entry Garden
16 #1 Cont. Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed
43 #1 Cont. Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Milkweed
0 #1 Cont. Asclepias tuberosa 'Hello Yellow' Hello Yellow Butterfly Milkweed
13 #1 Cont. Asclepias verticillata Whorled Milkweed
70 #1 Cont. Aster laevis Smooth Aster
16 #1 Cont. Coreopsis lanceolata Lance-leaf Coreopsis
30 #1 Cont. Echinacea pallida Pale Purple Coneflower
23 #1 Cont. Liatris spicata Dense Blazing Star
55 #1 Cont. Phlox pilosa Prairie Phlox
0 #1 Cont. Solidago rugosa 'Fireworks' Fireworks Goldenrod

266 Total



Trail System and Native Landscaping

• Prairie:
• Coordinating species with 

Pizzo
• Prairie Species

• West of Path
• Prairie Species

• East of Path
• Educational Signage
• Berms



Trail System and Native Landscaping

• Trees
• 38 Shade Trees
• 7 Evergreen Trees

• Depressional Area
• Wet Prairie Species

• Coordinating species with 
Pizzo

• Trail Adjustment away 
from underpass 
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